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LOOKING
AHEAD

Day School
Mission
Statement
The mission of
All Saints’ Episcopal
Day School
is to educate the minds
and hearts of children
by providing a
developmentally
appropriate curriculum
that fosters a love of
learning in a spiritually
inclusive environment.

Christmas
Holidays

December 23rd January 6th
Classes resume
Tuesday,
January 7th

MLK
Holiday

Monday,
January 20th

HEADLINES...
A Prayer for Advent

Board of
Trustees

Into the bleakest winters of our souls, Lord, you
are tiptoeing on tiny infant feet to find us, hold our hands.
May we drop whatever it is we are so busy about these days
to accept this gesture so small that it may get overlooked in our
frantic search for something massive and overwhelming.
Remind us that it is not you who demands large, lavish
celebrations and enormous strobe-lit displays of faith.
Rather, you ask that we have the faith of a mustard
seed and the willingness to let a small hand take ours.

The Rev. Lane Hensley
Chairman

Nancy Crichlow
President

Ramey Guerra
Vice President

The Rev. Miles Brandon
Treasurer

We are ready. Amen.

Daphny Ainslie

— Margaret Anne Huffman

Secretary

Lauren Bajwa
Ashley Behara
Angelica Connelly
Chris Mabley
Jeannine Miller
Cindy LaPorte

Ex-officio Member

I read this poem every year to remind me of what Christmas can be if I will
embrace what is important and let go of the unnecessary things. My prayer for us
in this season of Advent is that despite what might be impairing our vision or
focus, we’ll see that the light that guided the wise people to the baby lying in the
manger still shines today. It shines through you and me when we lead others to
the knowledge of God’s love demonstrated so powerfully by the gift of His son.
My prayer also is that we’ll prepare ourselves to walk this beautiful earth, hand in
hand, as a child of the light all year.

Cindy La Porte,
Head

BOARD CORNER - DECEMBER 2019
“May, may all, may all children . . . .”
When I hear my kids practicing their Christmas Pageant songs, it triggers
some of the extraordinary characteristics of Christmas – its traditions (old
and new) and its core spirit. As for old traditions, I have vivid memories of
performing the story of Christmas with my brother at our church, the
Christmas Eve festivities at my aunt’s house, eating tamales, and playing
board games to pass the time until midnight when we opened our gifts.
Today, we try to incorporate the old and add new ones, like our annual
Trail of Lights stroll and Christmas movie nights that end with us dancing
around our tree to favorite carols. Through each tradition, we hope to
remind our kids that this is a time of togetherness. What resonates with
me the most about my childhood memories is the time spent with my
family and extended family during the holiday season.
My husband and I don’t have relatives in Austin, and All Saints’ Episcopal
Day School has truly felt like an extension of our family. It is place of
constant support, encouragement, and care for our children. Because of
the School, our young kids are learning one of the great embodiments of
the Christmas spirit in doing a little something extra for others. After all,
this is a time of celebration and giving. As parents of the students, we have
the privilege to see our children get the same joy in filling a stocking for a
child in need as they do for their closest family. That is one of the many
reasons we give back to the School. In this season of cheer and generosity,
please consider the School in your giving plan. Contributions made to the
Annual Fund help fund the salaries of the in-school enrichment Teachers
and the salaries of the Classroom Assistants.
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, we hope that everyone has a blessed
holiday season.
“Peaceful minds, peaceful hearts, peace on earth….”

Ashley Behara

Board Trustee, Parent of Lennon and Valen Behara
Stockings we have
filled to go to the
children of the
Loaves & Fishes
clients.

Red Room Angels

What a colorful semester it’s
been in our Art class. We have
experimented with color mixing,
mixed media, guided drawing
and process art. To end the
semester together, we looked at
different nativity scenes and
created our own beautiful
interpretations of the birth of
Jesus. I hope this Advent season
is as colorful in your own homes
as it’s been here at school!

Ms. MO Kowalik

Yum yum yum! We’ve had a
wonderful semester together,
making delicious recipes and
sampling lots of goodies. To
end our time together, we
celebrated by feasting on our
favorite snacks and sharing
them with our friends. A
cookbook with all of our recipes
we tried this semester will be
sent home at the end of the
semester. Happy Cooking!

Ms. MO Kowalik

A few students
were in the right
place at the right
time to help put
up their own
family’s heart
for this year’s
Annual Fund.

Blue Room Angels

Figuring it out in the Orange Room

RED ROOM

Ms. BRENNA Randolph

red@allsaintseds.org

Run, run, as fast as you can! You can’t catch me,
I’m the Gingerbread Man! We have been
reading different versions of The Gingerbread
Man. Students had fun chorally chanting the
Gingerbread Man’s lines, and comparing and
contrasting the various versions. We are also
reading stories about Christmas and other
winter holidays, and learning about how
different people celebrate at this time of year.
During this busy season, give your child the gift
of snuggling up with a book. Have a wonderful
holiday!

Ms. GIGI Khalsa

Our scientists had a blast exploring Christmas
STEM (Science Technology, Engineering and
Math) activities. We began with the question:
How long is Santa’s sleigh? After looking up the
answer, we used a measuring tape, and put
colored tape on the floor, to see how big it is.
We also built a Christmas tree with 100 cups,
tried various materials to see if we could quiet a
jingle bell, built mazes with boxes and recycled
materials, and made red and green paper
chains. To end this semester, students picked
the activities and experiments they were most
interested in and requests included making a
rocket balloon, a volcano, paper airplanes, and
blowing up a balloon by mixing vinegar and
baking soda.

Ms. GIGI Khalsa

What a wonderful time of the year it is in the Red Room!
We started the month learning all about the
Gingerbread Man. We even made cookies that
disappeared from the oven! Oh my! We were lucky that
the other classes helped us find them hiding in Ms.
La Porte’s office. We also have been crafting, singing, and
celebrating the season. Our class is full of joy and cheer!

BLUE ROOM

blue@allsaintseds.org

Ms. BESS Newman

Before we officially began our Christmas celebrations in
the Blue Room, we put our Thanksgiving cooking and
baking skills to the test. The students made pumpkin
muffins and even personal pizzas with their favorite
toppings. We moved straight into Christmastime with
lots of Christmas books, songs, and crafts. As our break is
coming soon, I hope everyone has a wonderful
Christmas and a very Happy New Year!

GREEN ROOM

Ms. GIGI Khalsa

green@allsaintseds.org

Feliz Navidad! From Christmas and Hanukkah to
gingerbread, we are having so much fun learning about
the holidays. The month began with gingerbread stories.
We read different versions of this folktale, designed and
created our own gingerbread people, and made
gingerbread play dough. Next, we explored winter
holiday traditions around the world including Hanukkah
and Epiphany. We made candles from cardboard tubes
and played the dreidel game. Throughout this month,
we have been reading and discussing the first Christmas
as we got ready for our Pageant. We were proud to present
the story of Jesus’ birth to our families and friends. We
hope the holidays bring you peace, love and joy.

ORANGE ROOM
orange@allsaintseds.org

Our yogis had a fantastic semester doing yoga
poses, stories and crafts, but more importantly
strengthening their body, mind and spirit. This
month we explored faith and gratitude. We read
The Animal’s Santa about a rabbit that learns to
believe in a Santa for animals, and we did the
animal poses in the story. We also talked about
gifts from God and the ones for which we are
most grateful. For our last class, we will have a
yoga disco party, and make glitter sensory
bottles.

Ms. GIGI Khalsa

Ms. MO Kowalik

“Run, run, as fast as you can! You can’t catch me, I’m the
Gingerbread Man!” We have spent the first two weeks of
December reading all different types of gingerbread
stories, playing with gingerbread play dough and
designing our own gingerbread people! After watching
what happens to gingerbread in water, we designed and
built our own bridges so our gingerbread people could
safely cross the river without crumbling. For the
remainder of December, we will learn about Christmas
around the world, continue to work on our popcorn
words and reading, and write a letter to Santa! Merry
Christmas!

ALL SAINTS‛ ASSOCIATION of PARENTS
All Saints’ Association of Parents (ASAP) is active throughout the school year. Through volunteering in the classroom and behind the
scenes, the Parents’ Association helps the Teachers and Staff with a multitude of tasks from party planning and fieldtrips to educational
lecture series and fund-raising. Having a large pool of active parents will help create the loving, child-centered atmosphere of the Day School.

What a beautiful start to December we have had, it is hard to believe that Christmas is
approaching when it feels like Spring outside! Thank you to those of you who
contributed to our stocking project, and to Wells’ (Orange Room) grandmother who
generously crafted the stockings. We hope the lovingly stuffed stockings will bring
holiday cheer to some boys and girls this month.
This season of giving and celebration is such a cherished time, we would like to
acknowledge and thank the wonderful Faculty and Staff at All Saints’ who make the
holiday season so special and meaningful to our children.
Looking forward to next year, ASAP is gearing up for the Day School’s biggest
fundraiser of the year. The Annual Auction Party will take place Friday, March 27 at the
Austin Central Library’s rooftop garden. We would be grateful if you could think of any
family, friends or local businesses that could contribute auction items. Weekend
getaways, vacation homes, and staycation packages always do very well. We
appreciate your help and need as much parent participation as possible to make the
event a success for our beloved school.
We hope everyone enjoys spending time with family and friends over the holiday
break. And that joy, love and peace fill your home this Christmas!

Anne, Lindsey & Amy,
ASAP Co-Chairs

MEETINGS:

Mondays at 9:05 a.m. in the
UT Episcopal Student Center

January 13th
February 3rd
March 2nd
April 6th
May 4th
AH
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CO-CHAIRS

Anne Desloge
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Lindsey Duda
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